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The project is expected to take up to two years to complete but is scheduled to open for Islamic prayer services during
construction sometime this year.. The mosque reopened its door to Muslim worshippers in 2014 after having been a museum for
52 years.. İsmet Çalık, the provincial director of historical sites in Trabzon, told reporters that the electronic shields would be
clear but able to be darkened at the press of a button so that Muslim worshipers wouldn’t see the paintings while engaging in
religious services at the mosque.. The former Hagia Sofia church was constructed by the Byzantine Empower Manuel I
Komnenos, a Christian crusader, during his reign over regions including Northern Turkey between 1238 and 1263.. The Hagia
Sofia Mosque, which was originally built between 1238 and 1263 as a medieval church, was renamed the Center Mosque in
2014 when it was converted from a museum.. A restoration effort will be performed at the Hagia Sofia Mosque in the province
of Trabzon in northeastern Turkey, the Hurriyet Daily News Thursday.

The restoration process is estimated to cost just over $500,000 and will feature an electric shielding system placed in front of
the Byzantine-era Christian paintings and frescoes adorning some of its walls.. Restoration plans also include creating a walking
path made of natural stones surrounding the mosque.. “When we push the button, all mural paintings will become opaque Thus,
people will be able to worship without any influence from paintings,” Çalık said.
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